THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

It is quite worth noting the importance of such a
circular, and the perversity of the party leaders who
constantly raised the cry of "discipline and obedience" in
their press and at their hysterical meetings. This was one
of their many illicit acts. They were not satisfied with
destroying confidence and creating suspicion among men
who were fighting for the same cause, but also under-
mined military discipline, the firm basis on which must
rest the efficacy of any army.

Before the coup d'etat I had spent many hours trying to
take the measure of the forces which when the time came
would be loyal, and those which would be against me.

Central Army. Organically, it was composed of four army
corps, each one having between forty and fifty thousand
men. These army corps were commanded, one by Lt.-Col.
Mera of the C.N.T., and the other three by CoL Ortega,
Lt.-Col. Bueno and Lt.-Col. Barcel6, all three belonging to
the Communist Party.

Because I think it is interesting in order to view the
course of events with better judgment, I shall present
these four persons:

Lt.-Col. Barceld, in command of the ist Army Corps. In
his conversation with me and at certain meetings of officers
over which I presided, he stated that duty was his criterion,
and that he would never allow suggestions, and certainly
not coercion, of a political kind. He always showed great
regard for me, and on more than one occasion he told me
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